Native Plant Society of New Jersey

Northern Chapter

Meeting Minutes for January 9, 2007
Location: Pyramid Mountain, Boonton, NJ

Number of attendees: 
11
Next meeting:  Tuesday February 6, 2007, 7pm, Pyramid Mountain

*Note – anything you would like added to the agenda must be submitted to Rob 
Jennings by January 30 for the February meeting.

1. Robert Jennings opened the meeting at 7:15 welcomed new member to New Jersey Native Plant Society-Northern Chapter (NJNPS-NC)  - Kate Kogler from Somerset County.  Welcome Kate!
2. Agendas were distributed and Rob also pointed to some handouts that were available- they were also attached to the email with the agenda for this meeting.  We are looking for new places to meet, every other meeting starting in March.  Please submit any ideas to Rob.
3. We reviewed last months meeting minutes and the following items were discussed:

1. Definition of a Native Plant: 

There is no official definition on NPSNJ website – we will be discussing this in the February meeting.   Our goal is to come up with a definition we agree on and present it to the State group for discussion and debate.  Once decided upon, every member will have to agree to use this definition when speaking on behalf of the Native Plant Society of New Jersey.  This definition needs to be easily taught and remembered, clear and basic. We have to decide who we are targeting – homeowners, industry etc…

NY State Native Plant Society is said to have a good definition as well as University of Maine Cooperative Extension.


This discussion should also include definitions of naturalized, invasive exotic, invasive native, non-invasive exotic, non-invasive native, opportunistic plants, disturbed soil plants, cultivars and hybrids and how these all fit into the general definition we will adopt.  It was requested that lists of each type of plant we define be created as examples for those we are educating.

ACTION: Members will research other state’s Native Plant Societies’ definitions, as well as any other definitions they may find, and submit them to Kathy (ksalisbury@optonline.net) by 1/30.  Kathy will compile and copy them for the agenda and distribution at the February meeting.  
2. Discussion of Native Plants as Alternative Fuels:

Are there enough native plants to sustain this idea?  Is it sustainable and practical? It is an interesting new issue coming up and is putting native plants in the forefront of some environmental discussions increasing the awareness of native plants.
3. Native Plant Society Retail Cards: 

At last month’s meeting Lee Gaitskill brought in cards to be distributed to retail centers that sell invasive exotics or native plants from the Maryland Native Plant Society.  These are meant to be used to inform local garden centers and other retailers that you are looking for native plants and will be back to purchase them when they stock them, or to tell them they are selling invasive exotics and you will not be buying things there any more, or that you appreciate the fact they sell native plants and will tell your friends to shop there.  An example of this card can be found at: http://www.mdflora.org/publications/shopping_cards.html

ACTION: Members will review the cards created by Maryland Native Plant Society and discuss whether this is something we would like to create and make available on-line.  

4. Development of a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page for the website: 

 We need to develop a page that will answer the most commonly asked questions of the NPSNJ.  We need to address the question: “Why are native plants important?”

ACTION: Education Committee will work with the Board to compile a list of frequently asked questions, will research the answers and submit them to the North Jersey Chapter for discussion and approval, then they will be submitted to the Board.  Upon Board approval they will be added to the webpage.
5. Committees and Officers:

Tabled until February meeting due to small turn-out at this meeting.
6. Education and Events:


We need to determine how to deal with presentation and speaking requests – which committee deals with it – Events or Education?  We also need to be educated before we go out and speak.  We also need to develop a list of topics we will cover in each of the talks.  We should also consider how to educate Master Gardeners of New Jersey about Native Plants, perhaps by requesting an addition to their curriculum that covers native plants.

ACTION: NC-NJNPS will develop a speakers group, who have been trained in various talks (rain gardens, native plants, invasives, etc) and volunteer to speak to groups.  Volunteers on the Speaking group will meet on nights other than scheduled meeting nights to be trained by the person who developed the talk they are learning.
7. Objectives and Priorities:  

We need to review the lists of objectives and priorities we developed when this Chapter started.  We need to add to the list and put timelines to the goals – long term, medium term and short term goals and decide what those time frames are.

ACTION: Rob will bring the previous list to Feb. meeting for review and discussion.

8. Meetings: 

Beginning in March the NJNPS-NC would like to meet off-site at regular intervals, sites to be determined.  Please submit ideas for meeting sites.  Rob Jennings requested that meetings sites support the NJNPS-NC by attending meetings regularly or contributing to the Society in some other way.  A suggestion was Rockaway Valley Gardens Club’s Emilie Hammond Wildflower Trail which would look wonderful for the May 8 meeting.
9.  Webpage Concerns:


A member wanted to help update some links on the NPSNJ website.  It is maintained by Millie Ling, a volunteer.  The group decided Sandy Ross would communicate on behalf of the NJNPS-NC regarding web issues.  Members will tell their concerns to Sandy Ross and she will relay them to Millie.  She will also help Millie in fixing the problems, and will also work on developing a database and emailing list for Rob to use.

10. Database:

We need to start building a database of organizations we should be working with and who should be attending our meetings.  Sierra Club, EFNJ, etc. and a list of groups to consider can be found at this site: http://www.eco-usa.net/orgs/nj.shtml.  Sylvia is an active member of a few environmental organizations and has said she would represent them at our meetings.
*Monthly meeting minutes can now be viewed on the NPSNJ site thanks to Millie Ling (www.npsnj.org) 
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Salisbury
